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< Gibson’s book is not a seholarly work, for its text is of the kind one would expect from a first- 
year eollege student > From Petra baek to Meeea - From “Pibla” baek to Qibla p. 5 
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This mosque faces 12 degrees north of where the qibla should be, meaning that it 
direetly faces Petra. Beeause of its great distanee from Arabia, loeal Muslims feel that 
it is elose enough to Meeea. 
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The Great Mosque of Kairoua is also known as the Uqba Ibn Nafi ’ Mosque. This mosque was built by 
the govemor of Qayrawan, Ziyadat Allah, between 817 and 838 CE and is sometimes referred to as the 
Qayrawan Mosque or the Kairoua Mosque. He ereeted the building on the site of an older mosque, origi- 
nally eonstrueted by ’Uqba ibn Nafi at the time of the 670 CE Arab conquest of North Africa. Although the 
eurrent mosque retains virtually |no traee ]of the original seventh-century building,.it is still often referred 
to as “Mosque of Sidi ’Uqba,” or “Mosque of ’Uqba Ibn Nafi.” Historieally, it has been aeeorded great sig- 
nificance as one of the first mosques built in a major town of Islam in the West. 
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tne site stanas a paiaee oatn, mosque, ana astern. it 
complex was probably built during the reign of Umayyad 
Caliph Hisham, between 724 and 743. 
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